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only add now, that the changes, made by the author in his last edition, have 
been judicious, and add much to the value of the work. 

“ The additions are solely confined to the practical departments, whilst those 
chapters which treat of theory, or pathological principles, are rendered some¬ 
what shorter than before.” 

The American reprint has been enriched with upwards of sixty wood-cuts, 
not contained in the original, and we are happy to find that in these additions, 
reference has been had to elucidating subjects of ordinary occurrence in the prac¬ 
tice of the surgeon,—as the nature and phenomena of fractures and dislocations, 
the processes for their reduction, bandaging, &c.,—rather than operative displays 
with the knife, which tend to foster a taste for cutting,—the crying evil of sur¬ 
gery at the present day. 


Art. XXII. — Report on the Progress of Practical Medicine in the Departments of 
Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children , during the years 1842-3. 
By Charles West, M. D., M. R. C. P , Physician to the Royal Infirmary 
for Children; and Physician-Accoucheur to the Finsbury Dispensary. Lon¬ 
don, 1844 : pp. 37. 

This report, which was originally published in our cotemporary, the British 
and Foreign Medical Review for April last, furnishes a pretty full and very 
well drawn up digest of the facts, which are either new or seem to illustrate 
what was already known, or to confirm the propriety of old modes of practice 
on the general subjects of which it treats during the period mentioned. We 
shall enrich our summary with such portions as relate to subjects not already 
noticed. 


Art. XXIII.— Transactions of the New York Stale Medical Society. Vol. vi. PI. I. 

Albany, 1844: pp. 78, 8vo. 

The New York State Medical Society has, for many years, continued on its 
useful course, exerting always its influence in upholding the dignity of the pro¬ 
fession, and for the improvement of our science, and annually publishing a col¬ 
lection of papers, with an abstract of its proceedings at its annual session. 

The volume for the present year contains the annual address by Dr. White, 
on insanity, noticed in the last number of this journal; Observations on equivo¬ 
cal generation, by Dr. T. W. Blatehford; Medico-legal observations on two 
cases in which the crime of murder was charged, by Dr. A. Willard ; Medico¬ 
legal testimony in a trial for murder by poisoning with arsenic, by Dr. N. S. 
Davis; on the deaths from poisoning, in the city and county of New York, 
during the years 1841, ’42, and ’43, by Professor J. B. Beck. 

Dr. Beck has obtained from the records of the coroner of New York city and 
county, the following interesting statistics of poisoning, during the years just 
named. 

Eighty-three inquests for poisoning were held—forty-six on males and thirty- 
seven on females. 

Of these there were poisoned by 
Arsenic, - - - - 13 

Opium, .... 8 

Laudanum, .... 39 

Paregoric, .... X 

Solution of Morphia, - - 3 

Corrosive Sublimate, - 3 

Colchicum, - - - 1 

Sulphuric Acid, ... 2 

Tincl. of Sanguinaria, - - 4 

Tartar Emetic, - - - , 1 Total, 


Ardent Spirits, 

Gin, ... 
Alcohol and Laudanum, 
Brandy and Laudanum, 
Strychnia, 

Prussic Acid, 
Phosphorus, 

Carbonate of Potassa, 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

83 
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Of the 83, there were, suicides, - - - - 50 

Taken by mistake, or through ignorance, &c. 28 

Unknown, - g 


It appears that the two poisons principally used were arsenic and opium in 
some of its forms. 

In the cases of poisoning by arsenic , the smallest quantity taken was one 
drachm, and the largest two drachms. The shortest time of intervening between 
the taking of the poison and the death, was four hours, the longest two days. 

In the cases of poisoning by opium, the smallest quantity was one drachm, the 
largest, one and a half ounce. The shortest time between the taking and death, 
8 hours, longest, 20 hours. Average time of six cases, 14 hours. 

Of the cases of poisoning by laudanum ,, the smallest quantity was one drop , 
the largest was 1G ounces. The shortest period between taking and death, 2 
hours, the longest, 48 hours. Average of 23 cases, 12 hours. 


Art. XXIV.— Report of the Inspectors of the Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania , 
for the Year 1843, with the Accompanying Documents. Allegheny, 1844 : pp. 

1G, 8vo. 

There were in the Western State Penitentiary on the 1st day of January, 
1843, one hundred and sixty-three prisoners, of whom fifty-nine were males and 
four females, and there were received during the year, seventy, making a total 
of two hundred and thirty-three. There were discharged within the year, eighty- 
five ; sixty-three by expiration of sentence ; sixteen by pardon, and six by death, 
leaving in prison on the 1st of January, 1844, one hundred and forty-eight, of 
whom one hundred and forty-three are males and five females. 

The whole number of prisoners received from the opening of the Penitentiary, 
July 31, 1826, to January 1, 1844, is nine hundred and eighty-five; of these 
eight hundred and six were white males; one hundred and forty coloured 
males; seventeen white females, and twenty-two coloured females. 

On the 1st of January, 1843, there were six prisoners on the sick list, labour¬ 
ing under the following diseases: one, abdominal dropsy, (subsequently fatal); 
two, functional disease of the liver; one, chronic diarrhoea, with indigestion; one, 
scrofula, (discharged subsequently by pardon, or it would probably have termi¬ 
nated fatally,) and one, neuralgia of stomach. 

The number of deaths during the year were six ;—one, yellow, from apoplexy; 
one, white, from haunoptysis ; one, yellow, from nervous fever; one, white, from 
dropsy; one, white, from consumption; and one, black, from scrofula. 

There were under treatment on the 1st of January, 1844,—one, scrofula (deve¬ 
loped in prison) ; one, bronchitis, (do.); one, partial paralysis, (do.); two, con¬ 
sumption (entered with the disease); one, scrofula, (do). 

“To satisfy your minds,” observes the physician, Dr. J. H. Smith, in his 
report, “as well as the minds of the public, and oppose the arguments urged 
against the system of solitary confinement adopted by this State, as tending to 
engender mental disease and bodily infirmities, I would refer you back for the 
last five years. On the 1st of January, 1839, there were in the prison one hun¬ 
dred and thirty-four convicts; and the aggregate number received since then, is 
three hundred and ninety-one, in all, five hundred and twenty-five. Out of this 
number, twenty-one deaths have occurred, making an average of four per cent, 
on the scale of fatality. The warden’s report will, doubtless, embrace the whole 
number received ;* and so far as the records exhibit, only one case of confirmed 
insanity stands registered.” 


This is stated in the warden’s report to be 985. 



